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Feds OK Plans for Improving I-405 Freeway
Decision Gives State Go-Ahead to Move Project Forward

SEATTLE – A decision of support from the federal highway and transit administrations, released
today, means the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) can begin seeking
federal funding, start environmental planning and buy needed right-of-way for the reconstruction
and improvement of Interstate 405.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHwA) and Federal Transit Administration (FTA) issued their
Record of Decision (ROD) approving the project’s plan for fixing I-405 – the result of three years of
technical analysis and consensus building that represents the most-comprehensive transportation
analysis in the state’s history.

“This decision is good news for commuters and residents throughout the Puget Sound area and
statewide,” said Washington State Secretary of Transportation Douglas B. MacDonald. “I-405 is one
of the most important transportation corridors in the state, but it’s both overwhelmed by traffic and
inadequate to meet the tremendous growth planned for the region. I-405 needs a major retrofit
and this decision by the federal government lets us get to work.”

Federal approval of the I-405 Project means several things:
• It solidifies a commitment to the improvement of I-405 by FHwA, FTA, WSDOT, King

County, Sound Transit, and a unique partnership of local jurisdictions, elected officials and
public agencies.

• It allows WSDOT to receive federal funding for the project, just in time to be included in the
2003 version of the federal transportation funding act.

• It allows WSDOT to move begin moving forward on the negotiation and purchase of needed
right-of-way along the corridor.

• It allows WSDOT to begin environmental enhancement projects to restore watersheds and
fish and wildlife habitat suffering from antiquated freeway designs.

The I-405 Plan calls for adding up to two new lanes in each direction, building a corridor-wide bus
rapid transit system and increasing local service, fixing bottlenecks such as the SR 167, I-90, SR
520, and SR 522 interchanges, and adding 1,700 new vanpools and over 5,000 park and ride
spaces to the corridor.

Pending voter approval of the statewide Referendum 51 this November, $1.77 billion will be spent
on a first phase to rebuild and reconfigure the I-405/SR-167 connection, provide better access to
Interstate 90 in Bellevue, eliminate congestion “hot spots” in Kirkland and implement a variety of
HOV and transit projects.

Additional project information is available on the Program’s Web site: www.wsdot.wa.gov/I-405.
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